Prayer Before His Presence

“When my life was fainting away, | remembered the Lord, and my prayer came to you,
into your holy temple.” Jonah 2:7

The Tent of Meeting

"Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off from the camp,
and he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the Lord would go out to
the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. 8 Whenever Moses went out to the
tent, all the people would rise up, and each would stand at his tent door, and watch
Moses until he had gone into the tent. ® When Moses entered the tent, the pillar of cloud
would descend and stand at the entrance of the tent, and the Lord would speak with
Moses. ' And when all the people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the entrance of the
tent, all the people would rise up and worship, each at his tent door. ' Thus the Lord
used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to his friend. When Moses
turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of Nun, a young man, would
not depart from the tent. Exodus 33:7-11

Temple Dedication Prayer

27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven
cannot contain you; how much less this house that | have built! 28 Yet have regard to the
prayer of your servant and to his plea, O Lord my God, listening to the cry and to the
prayer that your servant prays before you this day, 2° that your eyes may be open night
and day toward this house, the place of which you have said, ‘My name shall be there,’
that you may listen to the prayer that your servant offers toward this place. 3° And listen
to the plea of your servant and of your people Israel, when they pray toward this place.
And listen in heaven your dwelling place, and when you hear, forgive.” 1 Kings 8:27-30

Where is God’s Presence?

“Thus says the Lord: “Heaven is my throne, and the earth is my footstool; what is the
house that you would build for me, and what is the place of my rest? 2 All these things
my hand has made, and so all these things came to be, declares the Lord. But this is
the one to whom | will look: he who is humble and contrite in spirit and trembles at my
word.” |Isaiah 66:1-2

Personal Presence

"Where shall | go from your Spirit? Or where shall | flee from your presence?8 If |
ascend to heaven, you are there! If | make my bed in Sheol, you are there! °If | take
the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,® even there your
hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me."" If | say, “Surely the darkness



shall cover me, and the light about me be night,”'? even the darkness is not dark to

you; the night is bright as the day, for darkness is as light with you.'® For you formed my
inward parts; you knitted me together in my mother's womb.'* | praise you, for | am
fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are your works; my soul knows it very well.
Psalm 139:7-14

6 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17 If
anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you
are that temple. 1 Corinthians 3:16-17

Temporary Temple

For we know that if the tent that is our earthly home is destroyed, we have a building
from God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this tent we
groan, longing to put on our heavenly dwelling, 3if indeed by putting it on we may not be
found naked. 4 For while we are still in this tent, we groan, being burdened—not that we
would be unclothed, but that we would be further clothed, so that what is mortal may be
swallowed up by life. He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given
us the Spirit as a guarantee. 2 Corinthians 5:1-5

Relational Temple

3 And | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Behold, the dwelling place of God is
with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be
with them as their God. Revelation 21:3

22 And | saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the
Lamb. Revelation 21:22

Practical Points from Parables on Prayer

1. Be persistent in prayer

7 And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and
night? Will he keep putting them off? 81 tell you, he will see that they get justice, and
quickly. However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?”

Luke 18:7-8 (NIV)

2. Be humble and honest in prayer

13“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but
beat his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” Matthew 18:13 (NIV)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)



