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“Devotion Repaid”
“What shall I render to the LORD for all his benefits to me?”
(Psalm 116:12)

Promise Made

1 Samuel 20:12-17 — >**And Jonathan said to David, ‘The LORD, the God of
Israel, be witness! When I have sounded out my father, about this time
tomorrow, or the third day, behold, if he is well disposed toward David, shall I
not then send and disclose it to you? *But should it please my father to do you
harm, the LORD do so to Jonathan and more also if I do not disclose it to you
and send you away, that you may go in safety. May the LORD be with you, as
he has been with my father. If I am still alive, show me the steadfast love of
the LORD, that I may not die; '>and do not cut off your steadfast love from my
house forever, when the LORD cuts off every one of the enemies of David from
the face of the earth.’ '°And Jonathan made a covenant with the house of
David, saying, ‘May the LORD take vengeance on David’s enemies.’ '’And
Jonathan made David swear again by his love for him, for he loved him as he
loved his own soul.”

Promise Kept

2 Samuel 9:1-8 — '“And David said, ‘Is there still anyone left of the house of
Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s sake?’ 2Now there was a
servant of the house of Saul whose name was Ziba, and they called him to
David. And the king said to him, ‘Are you Ziba?’ And he said, ‘I am your
servant.’ >And the King said, ‘Is there not still someone of the house of Saul,
that I may show the kindness of God to him?’ Ziba said to the Kking, ‘There is
still a son of Jonathan; he is crippled in his feet.” “The king said to him,
‘Where is he?’ And Ziba said to the king, ‘He is in the house of Machir the
son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar.’ SThen King David sent and brought him from
the house of Machir the son of Ammiel, at Lo-debar. *And Mephibosheth the
son of Jonathan, son of Saul, came to David and fell on his face and paid
homage. And David said, ‘Mephibosheth!” And he answered, ‘Behold, I am
your servant.” ’And David said to him, ‘Do not fear, for I will show you




kindness for the sake of your father Jonathan, and I will restore to you all the
land of Saul your father, and you shall eat at my table always.’ *And he paid
homage and said, ‘What is your servant, that you should show regard for a
dead dog such as 1?°”

Caring for God’s Children

John 21:15-17 — S“When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon
Peter, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me more than these?’ He said to him,
“‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, ‘Feed my lambs.’ 1°He
said to him a second time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’ He said to
him, ‘Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to him, ‘Tend my sheep.’
"He said to him the third time, ‘Simon, son of John, do you love me?’ Peter
was grieved because he said to him the third time, ‘Do you love me?’ and he
said to him, ‘Lord, you know everything; you know that I love you.” Jesus
said to him, ‘Feed my sheep.’”

Devoted to God or Self?

Matthew 24:44-51 — ““Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man
is coming at an hour you do not expect. “*“Who then is the faithful and wise
servant, whom his master has set over his household, to give them their food
at the proper time? *°Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so
doing when he comes. “'Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his
possessions. “*But if that wicked servant says to himself, ‘My master is
delayed,’” “and begins to beat his fellow servants and eats and drinks with
drunkards, >’the master of that servant will come on a day when he does not
expect him and at an hour he does not know >'and will cut him in pieces and
put him with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth.”

(ESYV used unless otherwise noted)



