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“God’s Search”

“But now your kingdom shall not continue. The LORD has
sought out a man after his own heart, and the LORD has
commanded him to be prince over his people, because you
have not kept what the LORD commanded you.”

(1 Samuel 13:14)

Zechariah - Picture-Perfect Persistency

Luke 1:5-13 — *“In the days of Herod, king of Judea, there was a priest named
Zechariah, of the division of Abijah. And he had a wife from the daughters of
Aaron, and her name was Elizabeth. *And they were both righteous before
God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and statutes of the Lord.
"But they had no child, because Elizabeth was barren, and both were
advanced in years. 3Now while he was serving as priest before God when his
division was on duty,’according to the custom of the priesthood, he was
chosen by lot to enter the temple of the Lord and burn incense. 1°And the
whole multitude of the people were praying outside at the hour of incense.
1And there appeared to him an angel of the Lord standing on the right side of
the altar of incense. '>And Zechariah was troubled when he saw him, and fear
fell upon him. But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for
your prayer has been heard, and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and
you shall call his name John.”

Luke 1:18-23 — '8And Zechariah said to the angel, ‘How shall I know this?
For I am an old man, and my wife is advanced in years.’ ’And the angel
answered him, ‘I am Gabriel. I stand in the presence of God, and I was sent to
speak to you and to bring you this good news. 2’And behold, you will be silent
and unable to speak until the day that these things take place, because you did
not believe my words, which will be fulfilled in their time.’ 2! And the people
were waiting for Zechariah, and they were wondering at his delay in the
temple. 22And when he came out, he was unable to speak to them, and they
realized that he had seen a vision in the temple. And he kept making signs to




them and remained mute. 2*And when his time of service was ended, he went
to his home.”

Elizabeth - Quiet, Submissive Treasure

Luke 1:24-25 — 2After these days his wife Elizabeth conceived, and for five
months she kept herself hidden, saying, 2“Thus the Lord has done for me in
the days when he looked on me, to take away my reproach among people.”

Luke 1:57-60 — ’“Now the time came for Elizabeth to give birth, and she bore
a son. 3And her neighbors and relatives heard that the Lord had shown great
mercy to her, and they rejoiced with her. *And on the eighth day they came to
circumcise the child. And they would have called him Zechariah after his
father, ®but his mother answered, ‘No; he shall be called John.””

Mary - The Lord Looms Large

Luke 1:41-43, 46-47 — “'“And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the
baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, *and
she exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the fruit of your womb! *And why is this granted to me that the mother of my
Lord should come to me?’ “And Mary said, ‘My soul magnifies the Lord,
“and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior’”

Joseph - Grace On Display

Matthew 1:18-20 — 3“Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way.
When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Y And her
husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved
to divorce her quietly. 2’But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not
fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit.””

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)



