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“Foolish Confidence” 
“This is the path of those who have foolish confidence…”  (Psalm 49:13) 

 
 
 
Pernicious Presumption  
James 4:13-16 – 13“Come now, you who say, ‘Today or tomorrow we will go 
into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a 
profit’— 14yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring.  What is your life?  
For you are a mist that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15Instead 
you ought to say, ‘If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.’ 16As it is, 
you boast in your arrogance.  All such boasting is evil.” 
 
Luke 12:17-20 – 17“And he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have 
nowhere to store my crops?’ 18And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my 
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 
19And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many 
years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night 
your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will 
they be?’” 
 
 
Forecasting Folly 
Isaiah 56:11-12 – 11“The dogs have a mighty appetite; they never have enough.  
But they are shepherds who have no understanding; they have all turned to 
their own way, each to his own gain, one and all. 12’Come,’ they say, ‘let me 
get wine; let us fill ourselves with strong drink; and tomorrow will be like this 
day, great beyond measure.’” 
 
Revelation 18:7-8 – 7“As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a 
like measure of torment and mourning, since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a 
queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall never see.’ 8For this reason her 
plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine, and she 
will be burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” 
 



The Hard Wall of Facts 
Daniel 5:22-30 – 22“And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your 
heart, though you knew all this, 23but you have lifted up yourself against the 
Lord of heaven. And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, 
and you and your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine 
from them.  And you have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, 
wood, and stone, which do not see or hear or know, but the God in whose 
hand is your breath, and whose are all your ways, you have not honored. 
24Then from his presence the hand was sent, and this writing was inscribed. 
25And this is the writing that was inscribed: MENE, MENE, TEKEL, and PARSIN. 
26This is the interpretation of the matter: MENE, God has numbered the days 
of your kingdom and brought it to an end; 27TEKEL, you have been weighed in 
the balances and found wanting; 28PERES, your kingdom is divided and given 
to the Medes and Persians. 29Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel 
was clothed with purple, a chain of gold was put around his neck, and a 
proclamation was made about him, that he should be the third ruler in the 
kingdom. 30That very night Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed. 31And 
Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.” 
29“Then Belshazzar gave the command, and Daniel was clothed with purple, a 
chain of gold was put around his neck, and a proclamation was made about 
him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom. 30That very night 
Belshazzar the Chaldean king was killed.” 
 
Heed the Writing 
MENE (To Number) - “So teach us to number our days that we may get 
a heart of wisdom.”  (Psalm 90:12) 
 
TEKEL (Weighed in the Balance) – “I the LORD search the heart and test 
the mind, to give every man according to his ways, according to the 
fruit of his deeds.”  (Jeremiah 17:10) 
 
PERES (Divided) – “Then the iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and 
the gold, all together were broken in pieces, and became like the chaff 
of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried them away, so 
that not a trace of them could be found…”  (Daniel 2:35) 
 
 

(ESV used unless otherwise noted) 


