“Back to School?”

Intro Verses

Luke 18:9-14 “9 He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were
righteous, and treated others with contempt: 10 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee, standing by himself, prayed|[a] thus: ‘God, I
thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. 12 I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get.” 13 But the tax collector, standing far
off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a

sinner!’ 14 I tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather than the other. For everyone
who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Matthew 23:1-3 “Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, 2 “The scribes and the
Pharisees sit on Moses' seat, 3 so do and observe whatever they tell you, but not the works they do.
For they preach, but do not practice.”

Matthew 5:17-18; 20 17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have
not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 18 For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass
away, not an iota, not a dot, will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. 20 For I tell you,
unless your righteousness exceeds that of the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the
kingdom of heaven.”

Pharisee Tendencies

=> Pharisees Overburdened People
Matthew 23:4 “4 They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear,[a] and lay them on people's shoulders,
but they themselves are not willing to move them with their fingers.”

=> Pharisees Were Motivated By Attention or Appearances
Matthew 23:5-8 “5 They do all their deeds to be seen by others. For they make their phylacteries
broad and their fringes long, 6 and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the
synagogues 7 and greetings in the marketplaces and being called rabbi[b] by others. 8 But you are
not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brothers.”

=> Pharisees Made It Hard For People to Enter the Kingdom of God
Matthew 23:13 “13 “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut the kingdom
of heaven in people's faces. For you neither enter yourselves nor allow those who would enter to go
in.”

=> Pharisees Neglected Mercy, Justice, and Faithfulness
Matthew 23:23-24 “23 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint and dill
and cumin, and have neglected the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faithfulness.
These you ought to have done, without neglecting the others. 24 You blind guides, straining out a
gnat and swallowing a camel!”
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=> Pharisees Focused Entirely on External Righteousness
Matthew 23:25-28 "25 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of
the cup and the plate, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. 26 You blind Pharisee!
First clean the inside of the cup and the plate, that the outside also may be clean. 27 “Woe to you,
scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear
beautiful, but within are full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly
appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

Tax Collector Tendencies

=> Tax Collector was Poor in Spirit and Humble
Matthew 5:3 “3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”

Matthew 23:12 “12 Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be
exalted.”

=> Tax Collector Did Not Compare Himself to Others or Judge Others Incorrectly
2 Corinthians 10:12 “12 Not that we dare to classify or compare ourselves with some of those who
are commending themselves. But when they measure themselves by one another and compare
themselves with one another, they are without understanding.”

Luke 6:41-42 “41 Why do you see the speck that is in your brother's eye, but do not notice the log
that is in your own eye? 42 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let me take out the speck
that is in your eye,” when you yourself do not see the log that is in your own eye? You hypocrite,
first take the log out of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take out the speck that is in
your brother's eye.”

Conclusion Verses

Matthew 22:36-40 “36 “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”37 Jesus replied:
“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’[a] 38
This is the first and greatest commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself.’[b] 40 All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” (NIV)

Romans 13:8-10 “8 Let no debt remain outstanding, except the continuing debt to love one another,
for whoever loves others has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit
adultery,” “You shall not murder,” “You shall not steal,” “You shall not covet,”[a] and whatever
other command there may be, are summed up in this one command: “Love your neighbor as
yourself.”[b] 10 Love does no harm to a neighbor. Therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.”
(NIV)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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