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“Piscernment in the Last Days”

“Whoever isolates himself seeks his own desire; he breaks out
against all sound judgment.” (Proverbs 18:1)

“Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will
depart from the faith by devoting themselves to deceitful
spirits and teachings of demons,” (1 Timothy 4:1)

Artifice at the End of the Age

Matthew 24:3-5, 23-24 — 3“Later, Jesus sat on the Mount of Olives. His
disciples came to him privately and said, ‘Tell us, when will all this happen?
What sign will signal your return and the end of the world?’ “Jesus told them,
‘Don’t let anyone mislead you, *for many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I
am the Messiah.” They will deceive many.*“Then if anyone tells you, ‘Look,
here is the Messiah,’ or ‘There he is,” don’t believe it. 2*For false messiahs and
false prophets will rise up and perform great signs and wonders so as to
deceive, if possible, even God’s chosen ones.” (NLT)

2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 — *“The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of
Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, '®and with all wicked
deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the truth
and so be saved.”

Revelation 13:11-15 — ' “Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth. It
had two horns like a lamb and it spoke like a dragon. '’It exercises all the
authority of the first beast in its presence, and makes the earth and its
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose mortal wound was healed. "It
performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in
front of people, *and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of
the beast it deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image




for the beast that was wounded by the sword and yet lived. '*And it was
allowed to give breath to the image of the beast, so that the image of the beast
might even speak and might cause those who would not worship the image of
the beast to be slain.”

Developing the “7*" Sense”

James 1:5, 3:17 — >“If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives
generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.

"But the wisdom from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, open to
reason, full of mercy and good fruits, impartial and sincere.”

Ephesians 5:15-18 —'5“Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as
wise, ®making the best use of the time, because the days are evil. "Therefore
do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is. '*And do not get
drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled with the Spirit,”

Deciphering with Disciples

Ephesians 3:17-18 — 7“So that Christ may dwell in your hearts through
faith—that you, being rooted and grounded in love, '®*may have strength to
comprehend with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and
depth,”

1 Chronicles 12:32 — “Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times,
to know what Israel ought to do, 200 chiefs, and all their kinsmen under their
command.

1 Corinthians 12:7-8 — “To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for
the common good. 3For to one is given through the Spirit the utterance of
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit,”

“Call to me and I will answer you, and will tell you great and
hidden things that you have not known.” (Jeremiah 33:3)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)



