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“Pleasing God”  

“So	as	to	walk	in	a	manner	worthy	of	the	Lord,	fully	pleasing	
to	him:		bearing	fruit	in	every	good	work	and	increasing	in	

the	knowledge	of	God”		(Colossians	1:10)	
 
 

 
God’s Frustration about Fruitlessness 
Isaiah 5:4 – “What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not 
done in it?  When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes?”   
 
Matthew 21:18-20 – 18“In the morning, as he was returning to the city, he 
became hungry. 19And seeing a fig tree by the wayside, he went to it and found 
nothing on it but only leaves. And he said to it, ‘May no fruit ever come from 
you again!’ And the fig tree withered at once. 20When the disciples saw it, they 
marveled, saying, ‘How did the fig tree wither at once?’” 
 
 
God’s Expectation of Fruitfulness 
John 15:16 – 16  “You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you 
that you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.” 
 
 
Self-Exam 
(1) Spiritual Qualities? 
Galatians 5:22-23 – “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness, self-control; against such things 
there is no law.” 
 
 
(2) Progressive Mindset? 
2 Peter 1:3-8 – 3  “His divine power has granted to us all things that pertain to 
life and godliness, through the knowledge of him who called us to his own 



 

 

glory and excellence, 4  by which he has granted to us his precious and very 
great promises, so that through them you may become partakers of the divine 
nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in the world because of 
sinful desire. 5  For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your 
faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6  and knowledge with self-
control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7 

 and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8 

 For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being 
ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  
 
 
(3) Choking Concern? 
Mark 4:18-20 – 18 “And others are the ones sown among thorns.  They are 
those who hear the word, 19  but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of 
riches and the desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it 
proves unfruitful. 20  But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones 
who hear the word and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a 
hundredfold.”  
 
 
(4) Active or Indolent?  
Hebrews 6:11-12 – 11 “And we desire each one of you to show the same 
earnestness to have the full assurance of hope until the end, 12  so that you may 
not be sluggish, but imitators of those who through faith and patience inherit 
the promises.” 
 
 
(5) Concern about this warning? 
Matthew 7:21-23 – 21“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter 
the kingdom of heaven, but the one who does the will of my Father who is in 
heaven. 22On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy 
in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works 
in your name?’ 23And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart 
from me, you workers of lawlessness.’” 
 
 
 
 

(ESV used unless otherwise noted) 


