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“Second Fiddles” 
“But	my	life	is	worth	nothing	to	me	unless	I	use	it	for	

finishing	the	work	assigned	me	by	the	Lord	Jesus—the	work	
of	telling	others	the	Good	News	about	the	wonderful	grace	of	

God.”		(Acts	20:24	NLT)	
	

	
	
Jesus – The Model Second Fiddle 
John 5:19 – “So Jesus said to them, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do 
nothing of his own accord, but only what he sees the Father doing.  For 
whatever the Father does, that the Son does likewise.”  
 
John 5:30 – “I can do nothing on my own.  As I hear, I judge, and my 
judgment is just, because I seek not my own will but the will of him who sent 
me.”  
 
John 14:28 – “You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to 
you.’  If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the 
Father, for the Father is greater than I.” 
 

 
Joseph – The Faithful Second Fiddle 
Genesis 39:4, 22 – 4  “So Joseph found favor in (Potiphar’s) sight and attended 
him, and he made him overseer of his house and put him in charge of all that 
he had.   
 
22  And the keeper of the prison put Joseph in charge of all the prisoners who 
were in the prison.  Whatever was done there, he was the one who did it.”  
 
Genesis 41:39-40 – 39  “Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, ‘Since God has shown 
you all this, there is none so discerning and wise as you are. 40  You shall be 
over my house, and all my people shall order themselves as you command. 
Only as regards the throne will I be greater than you.’” 



 

 

 

Baruch – The Anxious Second Fiddle 
Jeremiah 45:2-5 – 2  “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, to you, O 
Baruch: 3  You said, ‘Woe is me!  For the LORD has added sorrow to my pain. 
I am weary with my groaning, and I find no rest.’ 4  Thus shall you say to him, 
Thus says the LORD:  Behold, what I have built I am breaking down, and 
what I have planted I am plucking up—that is, the whole land. 5  And do you 
seek great things for yourself?  Seek them not, for behold, I am bringing 
disaster upon all flesh, declares the LORD.  But I will give you your life as a 
prize of war in all places to which you may go.” 
 
Aaron & Miriam – Ambitious, Resentful Second Fiddles 
Numbers 12:1-2 – 1  “Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses because of the 
Cushite woman whom he had married, for he had married a Cushite woman. 
2  And they said, ‘Has the LORD indeed spoken only through Moses?  Has he 
not spoken through us also?’  And the LORD heard it.”  
 
Self-Demotion & Godly Promotion 
Matthew 20:26-28 – 26  “…But whoever would be great among you must be 
your servant, 27  and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, 28 

 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.” 
 
1 Peter 5:6 – “Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so 
that at the proper time he may exalt you,” 
 
Luke 16:12 – “And if you have not been faithful in that which is another’s, 
who will give you that which is your own?” 
 
 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

(ESV used unless otherwise noted) 


