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“Healthy Separation”

“There is...a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather
stones together; a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from
embracing; a time to seek, and a time to lose; a time to keep,
and a time to cast away; a time to tear, and a time to sew; a
time to keep silence, and a time to speak” (Ecclesiastes 3:5-7)

Jesus - The Divider

Matthew 10:34-36 —** “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. 3> For I have come to set a
man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law. 3 And a person’s enemies will be those of his
own household.”

Hebrews 4:12-13 — !> “For the word of God is living and active, sharper than
any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart.

13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to
the eyes of him to whom we must give account.”

1 Corinthians 11:18-19 — ! “For, in the first place, when you come together as
a church, I hear that there are divisions among you. And I believe it in part,
% for there must be factions among you in order that those who are genuine
among you may be recognized.”

New Seasons

Genesis 2:24 — “Therefore a man shall leave his father and his mother and
hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.”

Genesis 12:1-2 — ! “Now the LORD said to Abram, ‘Go from your country
and your kindred and your father’s house to the land that I will show you.




2 And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and make your
name great, so that you will be a blessing.””

Difficult Separation

Acts 15:37-40 — ¥ “Now Barnabas wanted to take with them John called
Mark. 3 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who had withdrawn
from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. > And
there arose a sharp disagreement, so that they separated from each other.
Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus, *° but Paul chose
Silas and departed, having been commended by the brothers to the grace of
the Lord.”

Divide or be Conquered

Numbers 16:25-26 — 2> “Then Moses rose and went to Dathan and Abiram,
and the elders of Israel followed him. 26 And he spoke to the congregation,
saying, ‘Depart, please, from the tents of these wicked men, and touch nothing
of theirs, lest you be swept away with all their sins.”

Titus 3:10-11 — ' “As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him
once and then twice, have nothing more to do with him, ! knowing that such
a person is warped and sinful; he is self-condemned.”

Revelation 18:4 — “Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out
of her, my people, lest you take part in her sins, lest you share in her
plagues;’”

Separation to Avoid at all Costs
Matthew 25:41 — “Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you
cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels.””

Matthew 7:22-23 — 22 “Qn that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we
not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many
mighty works in your name?’ % And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew
you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’”

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)



