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“Rise of anti-christ”
“For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work.  Only he

who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way.”
(2 Thessalonians 2:7)

Essence of anti-christ                                                                
1 John 4:1-4 – (1) “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether 
they are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. (2) By this you 
know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is
from God, (3) and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God.  This is the 
spirit of the antichrist, which you heard was coming and now is in the world already.       
(4) Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is 
greater than he who is in the world.” 

First Biblical Sighting of anti-christ                                                         
Daniel 7:8 – “I considered the horns, and behold, there came up among them another 
horn, a little one, before which three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots.  And 
behold, in this horn were eyes like the eyes of a man, and a mouth speaking great things.” 

Daniel 7:19-22, 27 – (19) “Then I desired to know the truth about the fourth beast, 
which was different from all the rest, exceedingly terrifying, with its teeth of iron and claws
of bronze, and which devoured and broke in pieces and stamped what was left with its feet, 
(20) and about the ten horns that were on its head, and the other horn that came up and 
before which three of them fell, the horn that had eyes and a mouth that spoke great things,
and that seemed greater than its companions. (21) As I looked, this horn made war with the
saints and prevailed over them, (22) until the Ancient of Days came, and judgment was 
given for the saints of the Most High, and the time came when the saints possessed the 
kingdom. (27) And the kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under
the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; his kingdom 
shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey him.” 



Rise & Fall of anti-christ                                                            
2 Thessalonians 2:3-7 – (3) “Let no one deceive you in any way.  For that day will not 
come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction, (4) who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.      
(5) Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told you these things? (6) And you
know what is restraining him now so that he may be revealed in his time. (7) For the 
mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is
out of the way.”   

2 Thessalonians 2:8-12  – (8) “And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the 
Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of
his coming. (9) The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and 
false signs and wonders, (10) and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, 
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. (11) Therefore God sends them a 
strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, (12) in order that all may be 
condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”      

Our Response                                                                         
John 14:28-31 – (28) “You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I will come to 
you.’  If you loved me, you would have rejoiced, because I am going to the Father, for the 
Father is greater than I. (29) And now I have told you before it takes place, so that when it 
does take place you may believe. (30) I will no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of 
this world is coming.  He has no claim on me, (31) but I do as the Father has commanded 
me, so that the world may know that I love the Father.  Rise, let us go from here.”

                                  

 (ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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