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“The Shared Life”

“And all who believed were together and had all things in
common.” (Acts 2:44)

“There is one body and one Spirit...” (Ephesians 4:4)

Anoints Me/Anoints Us

Psalm 23:1, 5 — (1) “The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not be in want. (5) ...You anoint
my head with oil...”

Hebrews 1:8-9 — (8) “But of the Son he says, ‘Your throne, O God, is forever and ever,
the scepter of uprightness is the scepter of your kingdom. (9) You have loved righteousness
and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has anointed you with the oil of gladness
beyond your companions.’”

1 Corinthians 12:13 — “For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit.”

The Preferred State

Psalm 133:1-2 — (1) “Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers dwell in unity!
(2) It is like the precious oil on the head, running down on the beard, on the beard of
Aaron, running down on the collar of his robes!”

Working to Live in the Preferred State

Ephesians 4:1-6 — (1) “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you to walk in a manner
worthy of the calling to which you have been called, (2) with all humility and gentleness,
with patience, bearing with one another in love, (3) eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit
in the bond of peace. (4) There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the
one hope that belongs to your call— (5) one Lord, one faith, one baptism, (6) one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”




Recognize Relational Roadblocks

1 Peter 3:1, 7 — (1) “Wives, in the same way be submissive to your husbands so that, if
any of them do not believe the word, they may be won over without words by the behavior
of their wives, (7) Husbands, in the same way be considerate as you live with your wives,
and treat them with respect as the weaker partner and as heirs with you of the gracious gift
of life, so that nothing will hinder your prayers.” (NIV)

Ephesians 4:29-32 — (29) “Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but only
such as is good for building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who
hear. (30) And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption. (31) Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and clamor and slander be put
away from you, along with all malice. (32) Be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, as God in Christ forgave you.”

Cast out Combative Contagions

Proverbs 22:10 — “Drive out a scoffer, and strife will go out, and quarreling and abuse
will cease.”

Jude 1:12-13, 16 — (12) “These are hidden reefs at your love feasts, as they feast with you
without fear, shepherds feeding themselves; waterless clouds, swept along by winds;
fruitless trees in late autumn, twice dead, uprooted; (13) wild waves of the sea, casting up
the foam of their own shame; wandering stars, for whom the gloom of utter darkness has
been reserved forever.(16) These are grumblers, malcontents, following their own sinful
desires; they are loud-mouthed boasters, showing favoritism to gain advantage.”

Titus 3:10-11 — (10) “As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and
then twice, have nothing more to do with him, (11) knowing that such a person is warped
and sinful; he is self-condemned.”

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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