
Great Expectations 
 

 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own understanding.  In all 
your ways acknowledge him, and he will make straight your paths.  (Proverbs 3:5,6  ESV) 

 

Problem Identified 
Ø We can make our plans, but the Lord determines our steps. (Proverbs 16:9  NLT) 
Ø Man’s steps are ordained by the Lord, How then can man understand his way?  (Prov 20:24 NIV) 

The Gift of Contentment 
Ø Enjoy what you have rather than desiring what you don’t have. Just dreaming about nice things is 

meaningless—like chasing the wind.  (Ecc. 6:9  NLT) 
Ø But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we brought nothing into the world, and we cannot 

take anything out of the world.   (1 Tim. 6:6-7 ESV) 

The Key to Contentment 
Ø Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have, for he has said, “I will 

never leave you nor forsake you.”  (Heb 13:5  ESV) 
Ø For thus said the Lord God, the Holy One of Israel, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in 

quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” But you were unwilling, and you said, “No! We will flee 
upon horses”; therefore you shall flee away;  (Isaiah 30:15,16a  ESV) 

Our Example? 
Ø I don’t want you to forget, dear brothers and sisters,[a] about our ancestors in the wilderness long 

ago. All of them were guided by a cloud that moved ahead of them, and all of them walked through 
the sea on dry ground. . . And don’t grumble as some of them did, and then were destroyed by the 
angel of death. These things happened to them as examples for us. They were written down to warn 
us who live at the end of the age.  (1 Cor. 10:1, 10-11 NLT) 

Ø Then the whole community began weeping aloud, and they cried all night.  Their voices rose in a 
great chorus of protest against Moses and Aaron. “If only we had died in Egypt, or even here in the 
wilderness!” they complained.  “Why is the Lord taking us to this country only to have us die in 
battle? Our wives and our little ones will be carried off as plunder! Wouldn’t it be better for us to 
return to Egypt?” Then they plotted among themselves, “Let’s choose a new leader and go back to 
Egypt!” (Num 14:1-4  NLT) 

Ø The ten men Moses had sent to explore the land—the ones who incited rebellion against the Lord 
with their bad report— were struck dead with a plague before the Lord.  (Num 14:36,37 NLT) 

Our Example 
Ø For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example, so 

that you might follow in his steps.  He committed no sin, neither was deceit found in his mouth.  
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not threaten, but 
continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly.  (1 Pet. 2:21-23  ESV) 


