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“That 4 Letter Word”
“Whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever

humbles himself will be exalted.” (Matthew 23:12)

Conceit & Collapse
Isaiah 14:13-15 – (13) “You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven; above the
stars of God I will set my throne on high; I will sit on the mount of assembly in the 
far reaches of the north; (14) I will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I will 
make myself like the Most High.’ (15) But you are brought down to Sheol, to the far 
reaches of the pit.’” 

Revelation 20:1-3 – (1) “Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding 
in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. (2) And he seized the 
dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a 
thousand years, (3) and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so 
that he might not deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were 
ended.  After that he must be released for a little while.” 

Revelation 14:8 – “Another angel, a second, followed, saying, ‘Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great, she who made all nations drink the wine of the passion of her 
sexual immorality.’” 

Revelation 18:7-8 – (7) “As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her a 
like measure of torment and mourning, since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a queen, 
I am no widow, and mourning I shall never see.’ (8) For this reason her plagues will 
come in a single day, death and mourning and famine, and she will be burned up 
with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.” 

Counter-Cycle
John 12:20-25 – (20) “Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were 
some Greeks. (21) So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
asked him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ (22) Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew 
and Philip went and told Jesus. (23) And Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. (24) Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much 
fruit. (25) Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will 
keep it for eternal life.’” 



Mark 10:42-44 – (42) “And Jesus called them to him and said to them, ‘You know
that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their 
great ones exercise authority over them. (43) But it shall not be so among you.  But 
whoever would be great among you must be your servant, (44) and whoever would 
be first among you must be slave of all.’”

Follow the Right Order:

“…and humility comes before honor.”  (Proverbs 15:33, 18:12)

Follow the Best Example:

“Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 
interests of others.  Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in 
Christ Jesus, who, though he was in the form of God, did not count 
equality with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied himself, by taking 
the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men.  And being 
found in human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the 
point of death, even death on a cross. Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at 
the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and 
under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 
the glory of God the Father.”  (Philippians 2:4-11)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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