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“Praise Pivot”
“Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!
Praise the LORD!” (Psalm 150:6)

“The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, because the LORD
has anointed me to bring good news to the poor; he has sent me
to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to the
captives, and the opening of the prison to those who are
bound...to grant to those who mourn in Zion...the garment of
praise instead of a faint spirit; that they may be called oaks of
righteousness, the planting of the LORD, that he may be
glorified.” (Isaiah 61:1, 3)

Partial Praise

Luke 19:37-40 — (37) “As he was drawing near—already on the way down the
Mount of Olives—the whole multitude of his disciples began to rejoice and praise
God with a loud voice for all the mighty works that they had seen, (38) saying,
‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord! Peace in heaven and glory
in the highest!’ (39) And some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher,
rebuke your disciples.’ (40) He answered, ‘I tell you, if these were silent, the very
stones would cry out.””

Predictable Praise

Exodus 15:1, 20-21 — (1) “Then Moses and the people of Israel sang this song to
the LORD, saying, ‘I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the
horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea...” (20) Then Miriam the prophetess,
the sister of Aaron, took a tambourine in her hand, and all the women went out
after her with tambourines and dancing. (21) And Miriam sang to them: ‘Sing to the
LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; the horse and his rider he has thrown into
the sea.””




Powerful Preemptive Praise

2 Chronicles 20:12-15, 17 - (12) “O our God, will you not execute judgment on
them? For we are powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We
do not know what to do, but our eyes are on you.’ (13) Meanwhile all Judah stood
before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their children. (14) And the
Spirit of the LORD came upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, son of Benaiah, son of
Jeiel, son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, in the midst of the assembly.
(15) And he said, ‘Listen, all Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem and King
Jehoshaphat: Thus says the LORD to you, ‘Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed
at this great horde, for the battle is not yours but God’s.

(17) You will not need to fight in this battle. Stand firm, hold your position, and see
the salvation of the LORD on your behalf, O Judah and Jerusalem.” Do not be
afraid and do not be dismayed. Tomorrow go out against them, and the LORD will
be with you.””

2 Chronicles 20:21-22 — (21) “And when (Jehoshaphat) had taken counsel with
the people, he appointed those who were to sing to the LORD and praise him in holy
attire, as they went before the army, and say, ‘Give thanks to the LORD, for his
steadfast love endures forever.’ (22) And when they began to sing and praise, the
LORD set an ambush against the men of Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir, who had
come against Judah, so that they were routed.”

Make the Choice to Praise God

Habakkuk 3:17-19 — (17) “Though the fig tree should not blossom, nor fruit be
on the vines, the produce of the olive fail and the fields yield no food, the flock be cut
off from the fold and there be no herd in the stalls, (18) yet I will rejoice in the
LORD:; I will take joy in the God of my salvation. (19) GOD, the Lord, is my
strength; he makes my feet like the deer’s; he makes me tread on my high places. To
the choirmaster: with stringed instruments.”

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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