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“Turning the Tables”
“So on March 7 the two decrees of the king were put into
effect. On that day, the enemies of the Jews had hoped to
overpower them, but quite the opposite happened. It was the

Jews who overpowered their enemies.”
(Esther 9:1 NLT)

Turnarounds Abound

Genesis 1:1-4 — (1) “In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (2) The
earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (3) And God said, ‘Let there be
light,” and there was light. (4) And God saw that the light was good. And God separated
the light from the darkness.”

Genesis 22:10-14 — (10) “Then Abraham reached out his hand and took the knife to
slaughter his son. (11) But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said,
‘Abraham, Abraham!” And he said, ‘Here I am.’ (12) He said, ‘Do not lay your hand on
the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, seeing you have not
withheld your son, your only son, from me.’ (13) And Abraham lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham
went and took the ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. (14) So
Abraham called the name of that place, ‘The LORD will provide’; as it is said to this day,
‘On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.””

Psalm 16:9-10 — (9) “Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; my flesh
also dwells secure. (10) For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, or let your holy one see
corruption.”

The Crux of Christianity

Matthew 28:1-6 — (1) “Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the
week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. (2) And behold, there
was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and
rolled back the stone and sat on it. (3) His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing
white as snow. (4) And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men.




(5) But the angel said to the women, ‘Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who
was crucified. (6) He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where
he lay.”

John 20:19 — “On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being
locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and
said to them, ‘Peace be with you.’”

Trials to Triumph
“Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood

the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has promised to those who
love him.” (James 1:12)

“For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us.” (Romans 8:18)

“And they have defeated him by the blood of the Lamb and by their
testimony. And they did not love their lives so much that they were afraid to
die.” (Revelation 12:11 NLT)

Death’s Deathblow

“Jesus said to her, ‘I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me,
though he die, yet shall he live, and everyone who lives and believes in me
shall never die. Do you believe this?’” (John 11:25-26)

“Then, when our dying bodies have been transformed into bodies that will
never die, this Scripture will be fulfilled:

‘Death is swallowed up in victory.

O death, where is your victory?

O death, where is your sting?’”

(1 Corinthians 15:54-55 NLT)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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