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“At First Glance…” (5)  
“Many	will	say	they	are	loyal	friends,	but	who	can	find	one	

who	is	truly	reliable?”		(Proverbs	20:6	NLT)	
 

 
…Jesus is Great! 
Matthew 21:6-11 – (6) “The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. (7) They 
brought the donkey and the colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. (8) Most 
of the crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and 
spread them on the road. (9) And the crowds that went before him and that followed him 
were shouting, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!  Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord!  Hosanna in the highest!’ (10) And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was 
stirred up, saying, ‘Who is this?’ (11) And the crowds said, ‘This is the prophet Jesus, from 
Nazareth of Galilee.’” 
 
John 2:23-24 – (23) “Because of the miraculous signs Jesus did in Jerusalem at the 
Passover celebration, many began to trust in him. (24) But Jesus didn’t trust them, because 
he knew human nature.”  (NLT) 
 
 
Cost of Commitment 
Luke 9:57-62 – (57) “As they were going along the road, someone said to him, ‘I will 
follow you wherever you go.’ (58) And Jesus said to him, ‘Foxes have holes, and birds of 
the air have nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his head.’ (59) To another he 
said, ‘Follow me.’ But he said, ‘Lord, let me first go and bury my father.’ (60) And Jesus 
said to him, ‘Leave the dead to bury their own dead. But as for you, go and proclaim the 
kingdom of God.’ (61) Yet another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord, but let me first say 
farewell to those at my home.’ (62) Jesus said to him, ‘No one who puts his hand to the 
plow and looks back is fit for the kingdom of God.’”  
 
Luke 14:25-33 – (25) “Now great crowds accompanied him, and he turned and said to 
them, (26) ‘If anyone comes to me and does not hate his own father and mother and wife 
and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple. 
(27) Whoever does not bear his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple.        
(28) For which of you, desiring to build a tower, does not first sit down and count the cost, 
whether he has enough to complete it? (29) Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is 
not able to finish, all who see it begin to mock him, (30) saying, ‘This man began to build 
and was not able to finish.’ (31) Or what king, going out to encounter another king in war, 



will not sit down first and deliberate whether he is able with ten thousand to meet him who 
comes against him with twenty thousand? (32) And if not, while the other is yet a great way 
off, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. (33) So therefore, any one of you who 
does not renounce all that he has cannot be my disciple.”  
 
 
Cemented Commitment 
Luke 8:13, 15 – (13) “And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, 
receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing 
fall away. (15) As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold it fast 
in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.” 
 
Acts 20:24 – “But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I 
may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to the 
gospel of the grace of God.” 
 
Revelation 12:11 – “And they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the 
word of their testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death.” 

 
The Call to Commitment 
Revelation 13:10 – “If anyone is to be taken captive, to captivity he goes; if anyone is to 
be slain with the sword, with the sword must he be slain.  Here is a call for the endurance 
and faith of the saints.” 
 
Revelation 14:12-13 – (12) “Here is a call for the endurance of the saints, those who 
keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus. (13) And I heard a voice from 
heaven saying, ‘Write this:  Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’  
‘Blessed indeed,’ says the Spirit, ‘that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds 
follow them!’”  
 
Revelation 17:14 – “They will make war on the Lamb, and the Lamb will conquer them, 
for he is Lord of lords and King of kings, and those with him are called and chosen and 
faithful.”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

(ESV used unless otherwise noted) 
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