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“A Revelation from Jesus”
“Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples,

which are not written in this book; but these are written so that you
may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by

believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20:30-31)

John 21:1-14 – (1) “After this Jesus revealed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of 
Tiberias, and he revealed himself in this way. (2) Simon Peter, Thomas (called the Twin), 
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples were 
together. (3) Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’  They said to him, ‘We will go 
with you.’  They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. (4) Just
as day was breaking, Jesus stood on the shore; yet the disciples did not know that it was 
Jesus. (5) Jesus said to them, ‘Children, do you have any fish?’  They answered him, ‘No.’ 
(6) He said to them, ‘Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.’  So 
they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in, because of the quantity of fish. 
(7) That disciple whom Jesus loved therefore said to Peter, ‘It is the Lord!’  When Simon 
Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he was stripped for 
work, and threw himself into the sea. (8) The other disciples came in the boat, dragging the 
net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, but about a hundred yards off.            
(9) When they got out on land, they saw a charcoal fire in place, with fish laid out on it, and
bread. (10) Jesus said to them, ‘Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.’ (11) So 
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, 153 of them. And 
although there were so many, the net was not torn. (12) Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have
breakfast.’  Now none of the disciples dared ask him, ‘Who are you?’  They knew it was the
Lord. (13) Jesus came and took the bread and gave it to them, and so with the fish. 
(14) This was now the third time that Jesus was revealed to the disciples after he was raised
from the dead.” 

Lessons to Jesus Disciples:
(1) Jesus is present to help when we come to the end of ourselves 
(verses 5-6)

“For we do not want you to be unaware, brothers, of the affliction we 
experienced in Asia.  For we were so utterly burdened beyond our strength 
that we despaired of life itself.  Indeed, we felt that we had received the 
sentence of death. But that was to make us rely not on ourselves but on God 



who raises the dead.  He delivered us from such a deadly peril, and he will 
deliver us. On him we have set our hope that he will deliver us again.” 
(2 Corinthians 1:8-10)

(2) Our labor is not in vain (verses 3-6)
“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.” 
(1 Corinthians 15:58)

(3) The end of a thing is better than its beginning (verses 6, 12-13)
“Better is the end of a thing than its beginning, and the patient in spirit is 
better than the proud in spirit. (Ecclesiastes 7:8)

“Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will 
rejoice.  You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.”  
(John 16:20)

(4) A wonderful meal is ahead for all Jesus’ Disciples (verses 12-13)
“Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the roar 
of many waters and like the sound of mighty peals of thunder, crying out, 
‘Hallelujah!  For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns.  Let us rejoice and 
exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his 
Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine 
linen, bright and pure’— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. 
And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the 
marriage supper of the Lamb.’  And he said to me, ‘These are the true words 
of God.’”  (Revelation 19:6-9) 

(5) Jesus restores and uses us in spite of our shame (verses 7, 10-11)
“But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to Galilee. 
There you will see him, just as he told you.”  (Mark 16:7)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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