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“Expectation Adaptation”

“Hope deferred makes the heart sick, but a desire fulfilled is a
tree of life.” (Proverbs 13:12)

“Then the angel showed me... the tree of life with its twelve
kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The leaves of the
tree were for the healing of the nations.” (Revelation 22:1-2)

Unrealized Gain

Luke 24:16-21 — ' “But their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 7 And he
said to them, ‘What is this conversation that you are holding with each other
as you walk?’ And they stood still, looking sad. !* Then one of them, named
Cleopas, answered him, ‘Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem who does not
know the things that have happened there in these days?’!* And he said to
them, ‘What things?’ And they said to him, ‘Concerning Jesus of Nazareth, a
man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God and all the
people, 2 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to be
condemned to death, and crucified him. 2! But we had hoped that he was the
one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since
these things happened.’”

Luke 24:30-32 — 3" “When he was at table with them, he took the bread and
blessed and broke it and gave it to them. 3! And their eves were opened, and
they recognized him. And he vanished from their sight. 3 They said to each
other, ‘Did not our hearts burn within us while he talked to us on the road,
while he opened to us the Scriptures?’”

Heavenward Hope

Hebrews 11:8-16 — 3 “By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out
to a place that he was to receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not
knowing where he was going. > By faith he went to live in_the land of promise,




as in a foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the
same promise. '° For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations,
whose designer and builder is God. !' By faith Sarah herself received power to
conceive, even when she was past the age, since she considered him faithful
who had promised. ' Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead,
were born descendants as many as the stars of heaven and as many as the
innumerable grains of sand by the seashore. > These all died in faith, not
having received the things promised, but having seen them and greeted them
from afar, and having acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on
the earth. ¥ For people who speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a
homeland. !> If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone
out, they would have had opportunity to return. ® But as it is, they desire a
better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be
called their God, for he has prepared for them a city.”

Hebrews 13:14 — “For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is
to come.”

While Here:
Proverbs 23:17-18 — '7 “Let not your heart envy sinners, but continue in the
fear of the LORD all the day. !* Surely there is a future, and your hope will
not be cut off.”

Proverbs 15:16 — “Better is a little with the fear of the LORD than great
treasure and trouble with it.”

1 Timothy 6:8 — “But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be
content.”

Philippians 4:11-12 — ! “Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have
learned in whatever situation I am to be content. ' I know how to be brought
low, and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have
learned the secret of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need.”

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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