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“Drift Alert”

‘Therefore we must pay much closer attention to what we
have heard, lest we drift away from it.” (Hebrews 2:1)

Backsliding Begins

Judges 2:8-12 — 3 “And Joshua the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD, died
at the age of 110 years. ° And they buried him within the boundaries of his
inheritance in Timnath-heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of the
mountain of Gaash. !° And all that generation also were gathered to their
fathers. And there arose another generation after them who did not know the
LORD or the work that he had done for Israel. '! And the people of Israel did
what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the Baals. ' And they
abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of
the land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the
peoples who were around them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked
the LORD to anger.”

Love Transfer

Jeremiah 2:1-7, 12-13 — ! “The word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2 ¢‘Go and proclaim in the hearing of Jerusalem, Thus says the LORD, I
remember the devotion of your youth, your love as a bride, how you followed
me in the wilderness, in a land not sown. * Israel was holy to the LORD, the
firstfruits of his harvest. All who ate of it incurred guilt; disaster came upon
them, declares the LORD.’ * Hear the word of the LORD, O house of Jacob,
and all the clans of the house of Israel. > Thus says the LORD: “What wrong
did your fathers find in me that they went far from me, and went after
worthlessness, and became worthless? ¢ They did not say, ‘Where is the
LORD who brought us up from the land of Egypt, who led us in the
wilderness, in a land of deserts and pits, in a land of drought and deep
darkness, in a land that none passes through, where no man dwells?’ 7 And I
brought you into a plentiful land to enjoy its fruits and its good things. But
when you came in, you defiled my land and made my heritage an
abomination. ' Be appalled, O heavens, at this; be shocked, be utterly
desolate, declares the LORD, 1* for my people have committed two evils: they
have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and hewed out cisterns for
themselves, broken cisterns that can hold no water.””




Revelation 2:4 — “But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the
love you had at first.”

Coming to One’s Senses

Hosea 2:7-8, 14-15 — 7 “She shall pursue her lovers but not overtake them, and
she shall seek them but shall not find them. Then she shall say, ‘I will go and
return to my first husband, for it was better for me then than now.’ 8 And she
did not know that it was I who gave her the grain, the wine, and the oil, and
who lavished on her silver and gold, which they used for Baal...

14 Therefore, behold, I will allure her, and bring her into the wilderness, and
speak tenderly to her. > And there I will give her her vineyards and make the
Valley of Achor a door of hope. And there she shall answer as in the days of
her youth, as at the time when she came out of the land of Egypt.”

Returning & Renewal

Jeremiah 15:18-19 — ¥ ““Why then does my suffering continue? Why is my
wound so incurable? Your help seems as uncertain as a seasonal brook, like a
spring that has gone dry.” ' This is how the LORD responds: ‘If you return
to me, I will restore you so you can continue to serve me. If you speak good
words rather than worthless ones, you will be my spokesman. You must
influence them; do not let them influence you!’” (NLT)

Malachi 3:7 — “From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from my
statutes and have not kept them. Return to me, and I will return to you, says
the LORD of hosts...””

Romans 12:2 — “Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect.”

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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