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“Exodus Imperative”
“By faith Joseph, at the end of his life, made mention of the
exodus of the Israelites and gave directions concerning his
bones.” (Hebrews 11:22)

“...My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far
better.” (Philippians 1:23)

Joseph’s Prophecy

Genesis 50:24-26 — (24) “And Joseph said to his brothers, ‘I am about to die, but God
will visit you and bring you up out of this land to the land that he swore to Abraham, to
Isaac, and to Jacob.’ (25) Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, ‘God will
surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here.’ (26) So Joseph died, being
110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.”

God’s Pry Bar of Affliction

Exodus 1:8, 13-14 — (8) “Now there arose a new King over Egypt, who did not know
Joseph. (13) So they ruthlessly made the people of Israel work as slaves (14) and made their
lives bitter with hard service, in mortar and brick, and in all kinds of work in the field. In
all their work they ruthlessly made them work as slaves.”

Exodus 2:23-25 - (23) “During those many days the king of Egypt died, and the people
of Israel groaned because of their slavery and cried out for help. Their cry for rescue from
slavery came up to God. (24) And God heard their groaning, and God remembered his
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob. (25) God saw the people of Israel—
and God knew.”

Exodus 13:17, 19 — (17) “When Pharaoh let the people go... (19) Moses took the bones of
Joseph with him, for Joseph had made the sons of Israel solemnly swear, saying, ‘God will
surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones with you from here.’”




Afflictions - Goads on the Road to Home

Psalm 34:19-20 - (19) “Many are the afflictions of the righteous, but the LORD delivers
him out of them all. (20) He keeps all his bones; not one of them is broken.”

Acts 14:21-22 — (21) “When they had preached the gospel to that city and had made
many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch, (22) strengthening
the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that
through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.”

Words of Warning to Worldlings

Philippians 3:17-21 — (17) “Brothers, join in imitating me, and keep your eyes on those
who walk according to the example you have in us. (18) For many, of whom I have often
told you and now tell you even with tears, walk as enemies of the cross of Christ. (19) Their
end is destruction, their god is their belly, and they glory in their shame, with minds set on
earthly things. (20) But our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the
Lord Jesus Christ, (21) who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by
the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself.”

James 4:4, 8-10 — (4) “You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? Therefore, whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God. (8) Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. Cleanse
your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded. (9) Be wretched and
mourn and weep. Let your laughter be turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.

(10) Humble yourselves before the Lord, and he will exalt you.”

Prioritize a Pilgrimage Paradigm

Psalm 84:5-7 — (5) “Blessed are those whose strength is in you, who have set their hearts
on pilgrimage. (6) As they pass through the Valley of Baca, they make it a place of springs;
the autumn rains also cover it with pools. (7) They go from strength to strength, till each
appears before God in Zion.” (NIV)

Psalm 137:5-6 — (5) “If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill!
(6) Let my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth, if I do not remember you, if I do not set
Jerusalem above my highest joy!”

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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