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“Captivity Cycle”
“…The LORD your God will bring you back from captivity,

and have compassion on you, and gather you again from all the
nations where the LORD your God has scattered you.”

(Deuteronomy 30:3  NKJV)

Captivity Theme
Genesis 15:13-14 – (13) “Then the LORD said to Abram, ‘Know for certain that 
your offspring will be sojourners in a land that is not theirs and will be servants 
there, and they will be afflicted for four hundred years. (14) But I will bring 
judgment on the nation that they serve, and afterward they shall come out with 
great possessions.’”

Jeremiah 29:10 – “For thus says the LORD:  When seventy years are completed 
for Babylon, I will visit you, and I will fulfill to you my promise and bring you back 
to this place.”

Christians & Captivity
Romans 7:24-25 – (24) “Wretched man that I am!  Who will deliver me from this 
body of death? (25) Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!  So then, I 
myself serve the law of God with my mind, but with my flesh I serve the law of sin.”

Galatians 5:1 – “For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do 
not submit again to a yoke of slavery.” 

2 Timothy 2:24-26 – (24) “And the Lord’s servant must not be quarrelsome but 
kind to everyone, able to teach, patiently enduring evil, (25) correcting his 
opponents with gentleness.  God may perhaps grant them repentance leading to a 
knowledge of the truth, (26) and they may come to their senses and escape from the 
snare of the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.”

Revelation 18:2-4 – (2) “And he called out with a mighty voice, ‘Fallen, fallen is 
Babylon the great!  She has become a dwelling place for demons, a haunt for every 
unclean spirit, a haunt for every unclean bird, a haunt for every unclean and 
detestable beast. (3) For all nations have drunk the wine of the passion of her sexual 
immorality, and the kings of the earth have committed immorality with her, and the
merchants of the earth have grown rich from the power of her luxurious living.’ (4) 



Then I heard another voice from heaven saying, ‘Come out of her, my people, lest 
you take part in her sins, lest you share in her plagues;’” 

Mourning to Mirth
“By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down and wept, when we 
remembered Zion.  On the willows there we hung up our lyres.  For 
there our captors required of us songs, and our tormentors, mirth, 
saying, ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’”  (Psalm 137:1-3)

“When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 
dream.  Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with 
shouts of joy; then they said among the nations, ‘The LORD has done 
great things for them.’  The LORD has done great things for us; we are 
glad.” 
(Psalm 126:1-3)

“Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, ‘Is this 
what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while 
and you will not see me, and again a little while and you will see me’?  
Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will 
rejoice.  You will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy.’”  
(John 16:19-20)

If Captivity becomes Comfortable…
“If I forget you, O Jerusalem, let my right hand forget its skill!  Let my 
tongue stick to the roof of my mouth, if I do not remember you, if I do 
not set Jerusalem above my highest joy!”  (Psalm 137:5-6)

“Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal 
of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, 
what is good and acceptable and perfect.”  (Romans 12:2)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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