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“Exit Strategy”
“So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the

people through his own blood. Therefore let us go to him
outside the camp and bear the reproach he endured.  For here
we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.”

(Hebrews 13:12-14)

The Strange Sojourners
Hebrews 11:9-10 – (9) “By faith he sojourned in the land of promise, as in a 
strange country, dwelling in tabernacles with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of 
the same promise: (10) For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose 
builder and maker is God.”  (KJV)

Jeremiah 35:5-7 – (5) “Then I set before the Rechabites pitchers full of wine, and 
cups, and I said to them, ‘Drink wine.’ (6) But they answered, ‘We will drink no 
wine, for Jonadab the son of Rechab, our father, commanded us, ‘You shall not 
drink wine, neither you nor your sons forever. (7) You shall not build a house; you 
shall not sow seed; you shall not plant or have a vineyard; but you shall live in tents 
all your days, that you may live many days in the land where you sojourn.’” 

Peter’s Provocation to Pilgrims
1 Peter 1:1 – “Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To God's elect, strangers in the 
world, scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bithynia,”  
(NIV)
 

1 Peter 2:11-12 – (11) “Beloved, I urge you as sojourners and exiles to abstain 
from the passions of the flesh, which wage war against your soul. (12) Keep your 
conduct among the Gentiles honorable, so that when they speak against you as 
evildoers, they may see your good deeds and glorify God on the day of visitation.”

1 Peter 4:3-5 – (3) “For you have spent enough time in the past doing what pagans
choose to do--living in debauchery, lust, drunkenness, orgies, carousing and 
detestable idolatry. 
(4) They think it strange that you do not plunge with them into the same flood of 
dissipation, and they heap abuse on you. (5) But they will have to give account to 
him who is ready to judge the living and the dead.”  (NIV)



1 Peter 5:13-14 – (13) “She who is at Babylon, who is likewise chosen, sends you 
greetings, and so does Mark, my son. (14) Greet one another with the kiss of love. 
Peace to all of you who are in Christ.”

1 Peter 5:4 – “And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading
crown of glory.”

Strategic Exits: 
Connection
“But Jesus often withdrew to lonely places and prayed.”  (Luke 5:16 
NIV)

Deflection
“Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to 
make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the mountain by himself.”   
(John 6:15)

Reorientation
“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me.  In 
my Father’s house are many rooms.  If it were not so, would I have told 
you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I
am you may be also.”  (John 14:1-3)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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