Pastor Ron Case
3/4/18

“Faith & the Future”
that has cvercome the world~our faith.” (1 _Febn &:4)

Faith in the Future

Luke 12:15-21 - (15) “And he said to them, ‘Take care, and be on your guard
against all covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of his
possessions.’ (16) And he told them a parable, saying, ‘The land of a rich man
produced plentifully, (17) and he thought to himself, ‘What shall I do, for I have
nowhere to store my crops?’ (18) And he said, ‘I will do this: I will tear down my
barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. (19)
And I will say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ (20) But God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul is
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?’ (21) So is
the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God.”

Don’t Place your Faith in a Preferred Future State

Faith Concerning the Future

Luke 12:22-26 - (22) “And he said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not be
anxious about your life, what you will eat, nor about your body, what you will put
on. (23) For life is more than food, and the body more than clothing. (24) Consider
the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and
yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! (25) And
which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to his span of life? (26) If then
you are not able to do as small a thing as that, why are you anxious about the rest?’”

Matthew 6:34 — “Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.”

Blind Builders

Malachi 1:4-5 - (4) “If Edom says, ‘We are shattered but we will rebuild the
ruins,’” the LORD of hosts says, ‘They may build, but I will tear down, and they will




be called ‘the wicked country,’ and ‘the people with whom the LORD is angry
forever’ (5) Your own eyes shall see this, and you shall say, ‘Great is the LORD
beyond the border of Israel!’”

When Utopia becomes Dystopia

Revelation 18:7-11 — (7) “As she glorified herself and lived in luxury, so give her
a like measure of torment and mourning, since in her heart she says, ‘I sit as a
queen, I am no widow, and mourning I shall never see.’ (8) For this reason her
plagues will come in a single day, death and mourning and famine, and she will be
burned up with fire; for mighty is the Lord God who has judged her.(9) And the
kings of the earth, who committed sexual immorality and lived in luxury with her,
will weep and wail over her when they see the smoke of her burning. (10) They will
stand far off, in fear of her torment, and say, ‘Alas! Alas! You great city, you
mighty city, Babylon! For in a single hour your judgment has come.’ (11) And the
merchants of the earth weep and mourn for her, since no one buys their cargo
anymore,”

Luke 21:25-27 — (25) “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on
the earth distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the
waves, (26) people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming on the
world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. (27) And then they will see the
Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.”

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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