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“Faith & Forgiveness”
“For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory

that has overcome the world—our faith.”  (1 John 5:4)

Frankly Forgiven
Luke 7:36-43 – (36) “One of the Pharisees asked Jesus to have dinner with him, so
Jesus went to his home and sat down to eat. (37) When a certain immoral woman 
from that city heard he was eating there, she brought a beautiful alabaster jar filled 
with expensive perfume. (38) Then she knelt behind him at his feet, weeping.  Her 
tears fell on his feet, and she wiped them off with her hair.  Then she kept kissing his
feet and putting perfume on them. (39) When the Pharisee who had invited him saw 
this, he said to himself, ‘If this man were a prophet, he would know what kind of 
woman is touching him.  She’s a sinner!’     (40) Then Jesus answered his thoughts. 
‘Simon,’ he said to the Pharisee, ‘I have something to say to you.’  ‘Go ahead, 
Teacher,’ Simon replied.  Then Jesus told him this story:  ‘A man loaned money to 
two people— (41) 500 pieces of silver to one and 50 pieces to the other. (42) But 
neither of them could repay him, so he kindly forgave them both, canceling their 
debts.  Who do you suppose loved him more after that?’ 
(43) Simon answered, ‘I suppose the one for whom he canceled the larger debt.’  
‘That’s right,’ Jesus said.”  (NLT)

Faith that Engages Forgiveness
Luke 7:44-48 – (44) “Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, ‘Look at 
this woman kneeling here. When I entered your home, you didn’t offer me water to 
wash the dust from my feet, but she has washed them with her tears and wiped them
with her hair. (45) You didn’t greet me with a kiss, but from the time I first came in,
she has not stopped kissing my feet. (46) You neglected the courtesy of olive oil to 
anoint my head, but she has anointed my feet with rare perfume. (47) I tell you, her 
sins—and they are many—have been forgiven, so she has shown me much love.  But
a person who is forgiven little shows only little love.’ (48) Then Jesus said to the 
woman, ‘Your sins are forgiven.’”  (NLT)

The First Work of Faith Embraces God’s Eagerness to Forgive



Fruitful Faith – Forgiving Others
Matthew 6:12, 14 – (12) “and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our 
debtors.
(14) For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive
you,”

Luke 17:3-5 – (3) “Pay attention to yourselves!  If your brother sins, rebuke him, 
and if he repents, forgive him, (4) and if he sins against you seven times in the day, 
and turns to you seven times, saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.’ (5) The 
apostles said to the Lord, ‘Increase our faith!’” 

Matthew 18:21-35 – (21) “Then Peter came up and said to him, ‘Lord, how often 
will my brother sin against me, and I forgive him?  As many as seven times?’ (22) 
Jesus said to him, ‘I do not say to you seven times, but seventy-seven times. (23) 
Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to settle 
accounts with his servants.         (24) When he began to settle, one was brought to 
him who owed him ten thousand talents. (25) And since he could not pay, his master
ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment 
to be made. (26) So the servant fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with
me, and I will pay you everything.’ (27) And out of pity for him, the master of that 
servant released him and forgave him the debt. (28) But when that same servant 
went out, he found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and 
seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ (29) So his fellow 
servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay 
you.’ (30) He refused and went and put him in prison until he should pay the debt. 
(31) When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they were greatly 
distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that had taken place. (32) 
Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked servant! I forgave 
you all that debt because you pleaded with me. (33) And should not you have had 
mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ (34) And in anger his master 
delivered him to the jailers, until he should pay all his debt. (35) So also my 
heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if you do not forgive your brother from 
your heart.’” 

Faith to Forgive Ourselves
1 John 3:19-23 – (19) “By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure
our heart before him; (20) for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than
our heart, and he knows everything. (21) Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, 
we have confidence before God; (22) and whatever we ask we receive from him, 
because we keep his commandments and do what pleases him. (23) And this is his 
commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one 
another, just as he has commanded us.”

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


