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“Faith & Futility”
“For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world. And this is the victory

that has overcome the world—our faith.”  (1 John 5:4)

Life Connection
Romans 1:16-17 – (16) “For I am not ashamed of this Good News about Christ.  It
is the power of God at work, saving everyone who believes—the Jew first and also 
the Gentile. (17) This Good News tells us how God makes us right in his sight. This 
is accomplished from start to finish by faith.  As the Scriptures say, ‘It is through 
faith that a righteous person has life.’”  (NLT) 

“Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never 
be ashamed.”  (Psalm 34:5)

Faith in Futility
Romans 1:18-25 – (18) “But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, 
wicked people who suppress the truth by their wickedness. (19) They know the truth
about God because he has made it obvious to them. (20) For ever since the world 
was created, people have seen the earth and sky.  Through everything God made, 
they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature.  So 
they have no excuse for not knowing God. (21) Yes, they knew God, but they 
wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him thanks. And they began to think up 
foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, their minds became dark and 
confused. (22) Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. (23) And instead
of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like 
mere people and birds and animals and reptiles. (24) So God abandoned them to do 
whatever shameful things their hearts desired. As a result, they did vile and 
degrading things with each other’s bodies. (25) They traded the truth about God for
a lie.  So they worshiped and served the things God created instead of the Creator 
himself, who is worthy of eternal praise!  Amen.”  (NLT)



Psalm 115:4-8 – (4) “Their idols are silver and gold, the work of human hands. (5)
They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see. (6) They have ears, but do
not hear; noses, but do not smell. (7) They have hands, but do not feel; feet, but do 
not walk; and they do not make a sound in their throat. (8) Those who make them 
become like them; so do all who trust in them.” 

Acting on the Obvious
“We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the power 
of the evil one.  And we know that the Son of God has come and has 
given us understanding, so that we may know him who is true; and we 
are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and 
eternal life.  

Little children, keep yourselves from idols.”  (1 John 5:19-21)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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