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“Cleaning God’s House” (2)

“Behold, I send my messenger, and he will prepare the way before me.  And the Lord whom
you seek will suddenly come to his temple; and the messenger of the covenant in whom you delight,
behold, he is coming, says the LORD of hosts.  But who can endure the day of his coming,

and who can stand when he appears?  For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap.  He will
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the sons of Levi and refine them like gold

and silver, and they will bring offerings in righteousness to the LORD.”
(Malachi 3:1-3)

The Temple Cleaner
John 2:13-16 – (13) “The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. (14) In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and sheep and pigeons, 
and the money-changers sitting there. (15) And making a whip of cords, he drove them all 
out of the temple, with the sheep and oxen.  And he poured out the coins of the money-
changers and overturned their tables. (16) And he told those who sold the pigeons, ‘Take 
these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.’” 

Matthew 21:12-13 – (12) “And Jesus entered the temple and drove out all who sold and 
bought in the temple, and he overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of 
those who sold pigeons. (13) He said to them, ‘It is written, ‘My house shall be called a 
house of prayer,’ but you make it a den of robbers.’” 

Cleansing at Pentecost
Acts 15:8-9 – (8) “And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them 
the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, (9) and he made no distinction between us and them, 
having cleansed their hearts by faith.” 

Cleansing at the Parousia
Matthew 13:36-43 – (36) “Then he left the crowds and went into the house.  And his 
disciples came to him, saying, ‘Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.’ (37) He 
answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man.        (38) The field is the 
world, and the good seed is the sons of the kingdom.  The weeds are the sons of the evil one,



(39) and the enemy who sowed them is the devil.  The harvest is the end of the age, and the 
reapers are angels. (40) Just as the weeds are gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at 
the end of the age. (41) The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his 
kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, (42) and throw them into the fiery furnace.  
In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. (43) Then the righteous will shine
like the sun in the kingdom of their Father.  He who has ears, let him hear.” 

2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, 8 – (3) “Let no one deceive you in any way.  For that day will not 
come, unless the rebellion comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of 
destruction, (4) who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of 
worship, so that he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. (8) 
And then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of 
his mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming.”

Sorting the City of God
“Now the glory of the God of Israel had gone up from the cherub on which it 
rested to the threshold of the house.  And he called to the man clothed in linen,
who had the writing case at his waist.  And the LORD said to him, ‘Pass 
through the city, through Jerusalem, and put a mark on the foreheads of the 
men who sigh and groan over all the abominations that are committed in it.’  
And to the others he said in my hearing, ‘Pass through the city after him, and 
strike. Your eye shall not spare, and you shall show no pity.  Kill old men 
outright, young men and maidens, little children and women, but touch no one
on whom is the mark.  And begin at my sanctuary.’  So they began with the 
elders who were before the house.”  (Ezekiel 9:3-6)

“For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it
begins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey

the gospel of God?”  (1 Peter 4:17)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)
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