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“Life-Cycle”
“A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is

planted”  (Ecclesiastes 3:2) 

Jesus Sowing & Reaping
John 10:17-18 – (17) “For this reason the Father loves me, because I lay down my
life that I may take it up again. (18) No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my 
own accord.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up 
again.  This charge I have received from my Father.” 

John 12:20-28 – (20) “Now among those who went up to worship at the feast were
some Greeks. (21) So these came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and 
asked him, ‘Sir, we wish to see Jesus.’ (22) Philip went and told Andrew; Andrew 
and Philip went and told Jesus. (23) And Jesus answered them, ‘The hour has come 
for the Son of Man to be glorified. (  24)   Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of 
wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.
(25) Whoever loves his life loses it, and whoever hates his life in this world will keep 
it for eternal life. (26) If anyone serves me, he must follow me; and where I am, 
there will my servant be also.  If anyone serves me, the Father will honor him.     
(27) Now is my soul troubled.  And what shall I say?  'Father, save me from this 
hour'?  But for this purpose I have come to this hour. (28) Father, glorify your 
name.’  Then a voice came from heaven: ‘I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 
again.’”

Our Turn to Sow                                                                 
Mark 4:26-29 – (26) “And he said, ‘The kingdom of God is as if a man should 
scatter seed on the ground. (27) He sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed 
sprouts and grows; he knows not how. (28) The earth produces by itself, first the 
blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. (29) But when the grain is ripe, at 
once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 

Sowing in Seasons of Sorrow                                                            
“Those who sow in tears shall reap with shouts of joy!  He who goes out 
weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with shouts of 
joy, bringing his sheaves with him.”  (Psalm 126:5-6) 



Sowing by Serving                                                                      
“And let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due season we will 
reap, if we do not give up.  So then, as we have opportunity, let us do 
good to everyone, and especially to those who are of the household of 
faith.”  (Galatians 6:9-10)

Sowing by ‘Seed-Faith’ Giving                                                                        
“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and 
whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully.  Each one must give
as he has made up his mind, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 
God loves a cheerful giver.  And God is able to make all grace abound to
you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may 
abound in every good work.  As it is written, ‘He has distributed freely, 
he has given to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.’  He who 
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply 
your seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.  
You will be enriched in every way for all your generosity, which 
through us will produce thanksgiving to God.”  (2 Corinthians 9:6-11) 

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


