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“Promises” (13)
“…[God] has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them

you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in
the world because of sinful desire.”  (2 Peter 1:4)

Promise of Problems                                                          
Genesis 3:16-19 – (16) “To the woman he said, ‘I will surely multiply your pain in
childbearing; in pain you shall bring forth children.  Your desire shall be for your 
husband, and he shall rule over you.’ (17) And to Adam he said, ‘Because you have 
listened to the voice of your wife and have eaten of the tree of which I commanded 
you, 'You shall not eat of it,' cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall 
eat of it all the days of your life; (18) thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; 
and you shall eat the plants of the field. (19) By the sweat of your face you shall eat 
bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.’” 

John 16:33 – “I have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace.  In 
the world you will have tribulation.  But take heart; I have overcome the world.”

Acts 20:22-24 – (22) “And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by 
the Spirit, not knowing what will happen to me there, (23) except that the Holy 
Spirit testifies to me in every city that imprisonment and afflictions await me.      
(24) But I do not account my life of any value nor as precious to myself, if only I may
finish my course and the ministry that I received from the Lord Jesus, to testify to 
the gospel of the grace of God.” 

Acts 14:21-22 – (21) “When they had preached the gospel to that city and had 
made many disciples, they returned to Lystra and to Iconium and to Antioch,      
(22) strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the 
faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 
God.” 

Our Pathway to Heaven is Strewn with Problems



Response:                                                                           
Don’t be Surprised
“Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you 
to test you, as though something strange were happening to you.”         
(1 Peter 4:12)

Rejoice for Rewards
“But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s sufferings, that you may also 
rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed.”  (1 Peter 4:13) 

Remember, You’re in Good Company
“Resist (the devil), firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of 
suffering are being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the 
world.”  (1 Peter 5:9) 

“Then one of the elders addressed me, saying, ‘Who are these, clothed 
in white robes, and from where have they come?’  I said to him, ‘Sir, 
you know.’  And he said to me, ‘These are the ones coming out of the 
great tribulation.  They have washed their robes and made them white 
in the blood of the Lamb.  Therefore they are before the throne of God, 
and serve him day and night in his temple; and he who sits on the 
throne will shelter them with his presence.  They shall hunger no more, 
neither thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any scorching 
heat.  For the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, 
and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe 
away every tear from their eyes.’”  (Revelation 7:13-17)

Questions:                                                                    
What impacted me the most in this message?
Why can we rejoice in regards to problems?  (James 1:2-3; 
2 Cor. 4:16-18)
What do our sufferings fail to compare with?  (Rom. 8:18)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


