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“Promises” (8)
“…[God] has granted to us his precious and very great promises, so that through them

you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped from the corruption that is in
the world because of sinful desire.”  (2 Peter 1:4)

 

Promise of Permanence
Genesis 13:14-15 – (14) “The LORD said to Abram, after Lot had separated 
from him, ‘Lift up your eyes and look from the place where you are, northward and 
southward and eastward and westward, (15) for all the land that you see I will give 
to you and to your offspring forever.’” 

Psalm 37:29 – “The righteous shall inherit the land and dwell upon it forever.” 

Isaiah 60:21 – “Your people shall all be righteous; they shall possess the land 
forever, the branch of my planting, the work of my hands, that I might be glorified.”

Matthew 11:28 – “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest.” 

Permanence is Provided by the Permanent One - Jesus

Pilgrim’s Perspective
Hebrews 11:9-10 – (9) “By faith he went to live in the land of promise, as in a 
foreign land, living in tents with Isaac and Jacob, heirs with him of the same 
promise. (10) For he was looking forward to the city that has foundations, whose 
designer and builder is God.” 

Hebrews 11:13-16 – (13) “These all died in faith, not having received the things 
promised, but having seen them and greeted them from afar, and having 
acknowledged that they were strangers and exiles on the earth. (14) For people who 
speak thus make it clear that they are seeking a homeland. (15) If they had been 



thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had 
opportunity to return. (16) But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a 
heavenly one.  Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has 
prepared for them a city.”

Hebrews 13:14 – “For here we have no continuing city, but we seek the one to 
come.”  (NKJV)  

The City of Man
“Then Cain went away from the presence of the LORD and settled in 
the land of Nod, east of Eden.  Cain knew his wife, and she conceived 
and bore Enoch.  When he built a city, he called the name of the city 
after the name of his son, Enoch.”  (Genesis 4:16-17) 

The City of God
“Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.  And I saw the 
holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband…It had a great, high wall,
with twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and on the gates the 
names of the twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were inscribed—  on the 
east three gates, on the north three gates, on the south three gates, and 
on the west three gates.  And the wall of the city had twelve foundations,
and on them were the twelve names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.  
And the one who spoke with me had a measuring rod of gold to         
measure the city and its gates and walls.  The city lies foursquare; its 
length the same as its width. And he measured the city with his rod, 
12,000 stadia. Its length and width and height are equal.  He also 
measured its wall, 144 cubits by human measurement, which is also an 
angel's measurement.”  (Revelation 21:1-2, 12-17) 

Questions:                                                                    
What impacted me the most in this message?
Am I preoccupied with attempting to make this world permanent?
What inner thought drives many?  (Ps. 49:11)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


