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“Coverage” (5)
“For behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the

LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.”  (Isaiah 60:2)

Targeted “Trouble-Makers”
Matthew 5:11-16 – (11) “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute 
you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. (12) Rejoice and be
glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who 
were before you. (13) You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how 
shall its saltiness be restored?  It is no longer good for anything except to be thrown 
out and trampled under people’s feet. (14) You are the light of the world.  A city set 
on a hill cannot be hidden. (15) Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a 
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. (16) In the same way, let 
your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory 
to your Father who is in heaven.”

Restraint & Rescue
1 Peter 3:20 – “because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited 
in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight 
persons, were brought safely through water.” 

2 Peter 2:6-9 – (6) “if by turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to ashes he 
condemned them to extinction, making them an example of what is going to happen 
to the ungodly; (7) and if he rescued righteous Lot, greatly distressed by the sensual 
conduct of the wicked (8) (for as that righteous man lived among them day after 
day, he was tormenting his righteous soul over their lawless deeds that he saw and 
heard); (9) then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the
unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment,” 

2 Thessalonians 2:7-12 – (7) “For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. 
Only he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. (8) And then the 
lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his 
mouth and bring to nothing by the appearance of his coming. (9) The coming of the 
lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders, 
(10) and with all wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused
to love the truth and so be saved. (11) Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, 
so that they may believe what is false, (12) in order that all may be condemned who 
did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.”



1 Thessalonians 4:16-17 – (16) “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven 
with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the 
trumpet of God.  And the dead in Christ will rise first. (17) Then we who are alive, 
who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in 
the air, and so we will always be with the Lord.” 

Key Point:  Our Redeemer Covers Us in and Rescues Us from 
this dark world

Closing Thoughts:                                                          
“Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only as 
in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own 
salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, both 
to will and to work for his good pleasure.  Do all things without 
grumbling or questioning, that you may be blameless and innocent, 
children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted 
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world”     
(Philippians 2:12-15) 

(1) We are never alone.

(2) Do not become bitter.

(3) Illuminate God’s character.

Questions:                                                                    
What impacted me the most in this message?                                              
Do I fear the darkness or God?  (Is. 8:11-13)
Have I suffered persecution for Christ’s sake?  (1 Peter 4:4-5, 12-13; 
2 Tim. 3:12)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


