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“Waiting Winners”
“but they who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with

wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.”
(Isaiah 40:31)

Rushing Regrets                                                                 
1 Samuel 13:5-14 – (5) “And the Philistines mustered to fight with Israel, thirty 
thousand chariots and six thousand horsemen and troops like the sand on the 
seashore in multitude.  They came up and encamped in Michmash, to the east of 
Beth-aven. (6) When the men of Israel saw that they were in trouble (for the people 
were hard pressed), the people hid themselves in caves and in holes and in rocks and 
in tombs and in cisterns, (7) and some Hebrews crossed the fords of the Jordan to 
the land of Gad and Gilead.  Saul was still at Gilgal, and all the people followed him 
trembling. (8) He waited seven days, the time appointed by Samuel.  But Samuel did 
not come to Gilgal, and the people were scattering from him. (9) So Saul said, ‘Bring 
the burnt offering here to me, and the peace offerings.’  And he offered the burnt 
offering. (10) As soon as he had finished offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel 
came.  And Saul went out to meet him and greet him. (11) Samuel said, ‘What have 
you done?’  And Saul said, ‘When I saw that the people were scattering from me, 
and that you did not come within the days appointed, and that the Philistines had 
mustered at Michmash, (12) I said, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me 
at Gilgal, and I have not sought the favor of the LORD.'  So I forced myself, and 
offered the burnt offering.’ (13) And Samuel said to Saul, ‘You have done foolishly.  
You have not kept the command of the LORD your God, with which he commanded 
you.  For then the LORD would have established your kingdom over Israel forever. 
(14) But now your kingdom shall not continue.  The LORD has sought out a man 
after his own heart, and the LORD has commanded him to be prince over his 
people, because you have not kept what the LORD commanded you.” 

Stationary Stand
Habakkuk 2:1-2 –  (1) “I will take my stand at my watchpost and station myself 
on the tower, and look out to see what he will say to me, and what I will answer 
concerning my complaint. (2) And the LORD answered me:  ‘Write the vision; 
make it plain on tablets, so he may run who reads it.’”

Key Point: Those who tend to wait tend to win



Waiting Winners:                                                                        
(1) Serve the Lord Faithfully                                                          
“Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast (sedentary), immovable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord 
your labor is not in vain.”  (1 Corinthians 15:58) 

(2) Operate in the Obvious will of God                                             
“Only let each person lead the life that the Lord has assigned to him, 
and to which God has called him.  This is my rule in all the churches.  
Was anyone at the time of his call already circumcised?  Let him not 
seek to remove the marks of circumcision.  Was anyone at the time of 
his call uncircumcised?  Let him not seek circumcision. For neither 
circumcision counts for anything nor uncircumcision, but keeping the 
commandments of God.  Each one should remain in the condition in 
which he was called.  Were you a slave when called?  Do not be 
concerned about it.  But if you can gain your freedom, avail yourself of 
the opportunity.  For he who was called in the Lord as a slave is a 
freedman of the Lord.  Likewise he who was free when called is a slave 
of Christ.”   (1 Corinthians 7:17-22)

Questions:                                                                    
What impacted me the most in this message?
Do I tend to rush ahead of God living according to my own desires, or 
do I wait upon God?  (Gen. 16:1-5, 21:10-11; Ps. 37:7, 34)
Do I live by my ‘first impressions’?  (James 1:19; Prov. 18:17)
Am I dominated by exigency?

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


