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“Celebrating Purim”
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and

have it abundantly.” (John 10:10)

Decree of Doom
Esther 3:5-10, 13 – (5) “And when Haman saw that Mordecai did not bow down 
or pay homage to him, Haman was filled with fury. (6) But he disdained to lay hands 
on Mordecai alone.  So, as they had made known to him the people of Mordecai, 
Haman sought to destroy all the Jews, the people of Mordecai, throughout the whole 
kingdom of Ahasuerus. (7) In the first month, which is the month of Nisan, in the 
twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is, they cast lots) before Haman 
day after day; and they cast it month after month till the twelfth month, which is the 
month of Adar. (8) Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, ‘There is a certain people 
scattered abroad and dispersed among the peoples in all the provinces of your 
kingdom.  Their laws are different from those of every other people, and they do not 
keep the king’s laws, so that it is not to the king’s profit to tolerate them. (9) If it 
please the king, let it be decreed that they be destroyed, and I will pay 10,000 talents 
of silver into the hands of those who have charge of the king’s business, that they 
may put it into the king’s treasuries.’ (10) So the king took his signet ring from his 
hand and gave it to Haman the Agagite, the son of Hammedatha, the enemy of the 
Jews. (13) Letters were sent by couriers to all the king's provinces with instruction 
to destroy, to kill, and to annihilate all Jews, young and old, women and children, in 
one day, the thirteenth day of the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, and to 
plunder their goods.” 

God’s Glorious Reversals
Esther 9:1 – “Now in the twelfth month, which is the month of Adar, on the 
thirteenth day of the same, when the king's command and edict were about to be 
carried out, on the very day when the enemies of the Jews hoped to gain the mastery 
over them, the reverse occurred:  the Jews gained mastery over those who hated 
them.” 

Purim’s Perpetual Paradox                                                                                             
Esther 9:20-22, 24-28 – (20) “And Mordecai recorded these things and sent 
letters to all the Jews who were in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near 
and far, (21) obliging them to keep the fourteenth day of the month Adar and also 
the fifteenth day of the same, year by year, (22) as the days on which the Jews 



got relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been turned for 
them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday  ; that 
they should make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food 
to one another and gifts to the poor. (24) For Haman the Agagite, the son of 
Hammedatha, the enemy of all the Jews, had plotted against the Jews to destroy 
them, and had cast Pur (that is, cast lots), to crush and to destroy them. (25) But 
when it came before the king, he gave orders in writing that his evil plan that he had 
devised against the Jews should return on his own head, and that he and his sons 
should be hanged on the gallows. (26) Therefore they called these days Purim, after 
the term Pur.  Therefore, because of all that was written in this letter, and of what 
they had faced in this matter, and of what had happened to them, (27) the Jews 
firmly obligated themselves and their offspring and all who joined them, that 
without fail they would keep these two days according to what was written and at 
the time appointed every year, (28) that these days should be remembered and kept 
throughout every generation, in every clan, province, and city, and that these days 
of Purim should never fall into disuse among the Jews, nor should the 
commemoration of these days cease among their descendants.” 

Key Point:  Purim Reminds Us of Divine Reversals

“[GOD] will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall
be no more, neither shall there be mourning nor crying nor pain
anymore, for the former things have passed away.  And he who
was seated on the throne said, ‘Behold, I am making all things

new.’  Also he said, Write this down, for these words are
trustworthy and true.’”  (Revelation 21:4-5)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


