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“Godly Fear Indicator”
“David said to him, ‘How is it you were not afraid to put out your hand to destroy the 

LORD's anointed?’”  (2 Samuel 1:14)

Drift from Godly Fear
Malachi 1:6-8 – (6) “A son honors his father, and a servant his master.  If then I 
am a father, where is my honor?  And if I am a master, where is my fear? says the 
LORD of hosts to you, O priests, who despise my name.  But you say, ‘How have we 
despised your name?’ (7) By offering polluted food upon my altar.  But you say, 
‘How have we polluted you?’  By saying that the LORD’s table may be despised.   
(8) When you offer blind animals in sacrifice, is that not evil?  And when you offer 
those that are lame or sick, is that not evil?  Present that to your governor; will he 
accept you or show you favor? says the LORD of hosts.” 

Blessed to be a Blessing                                                       
Malachi 2:4-8 – (4) “…that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the LORD of 
hosts. (5) My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I gave them to him.  
It was a covenant of fear, and he feared me.  He stood in awe of my name. (6) True 
instruction was in his mouth, and no wrong was found on his lips.  He walked with 
me in peace and uprightness, and he turned many from iniquity. (7) For the lips of a 
priest should guard knowledge, and people should seek instruction from his mouth, 
for he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts. (8) But you have turned aside from the 
way.  You have caused many to stumble by your instruction.  You have corrupted 
the covenant of Levi, says the LORD of hosts,” 

Despising Others                                                               
Malachi 2:10 – (10) “Have we not all one father?  Hath not one God created us?  
Why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother, by profaning the 
covenant of our fathers?”  (KJV)

Malachi 2:13-15 – (13) “…You cover the LORD’s altar with tears, with weeping 
and groaning because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with favor from 
your hand. (14) But you say, ‘Why does he not?’  Because the LORD was witness 
between you and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though 
she is your companion and your wife by covenant.” (15) Did he not make them one, 
with a portion of the Spirit in their union? And what was the one God seeking?  
Godly offspring. So guard yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless 
to the wife of your youth.”



Key Point:  God-Fearers Tend to Treat People Right

Remember:                                                                         
God-Fearers Bless Others                                                                      
“Then they that feared the LORD spake often one to another: and the 
LORD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of remembrance was 
written before him for them that feared the LORD, and that thought 
upon his name.”  (Malachi 3:16  KJV)

God Forgives the Humbled Heart                                                                                            
“And when Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes and put 
sackcloth on his flesh and fasted and lay in sackcloth and went about 
dejectedly (softly).  And the word of the LORD came to Elijah the 
Tishbite, saying, ‘Have you seen how Ahab has humbled himself before 
me?  Because he has humbled himself before me, I will not bring the 
disaster in his days; but in his son’s days I will bring the disaster upon 
his house.’”  (1 Kings 21:27-29) 

Questions:                                                                    
What impacted me the most in this message?
Do I assume I’m one who fears God while giving little consideration to 
how I treat people?
Do I assume I’m a holy person all the while my words are unfiltered, 
uninspired and unlimited?  (Ps. 50:19-21; Prov. 10:19; Matt. 12:35-37)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


