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“Support Staff”
OBy faith, Jaooh, when he was @ dying, Hessed both, the sons of, Jasph; and worstipped,
loaring gpon the tap of his waff.” (Hebrews 1 1:21 FFO)

Elder Import

Exodus 3:16, 18 — (16) “Go and gather the elders (to be old) of Israel together and
say to them, ‘The LORD, the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham, of Isaac,
and of Jacob, has appeared to me, saying, I have observed you and what has been
done to you in Egypt,’ (18) And they will listen to your voice, and you and the elders
of Israel shall go to the king of Egypt and say to him, ‘The LORD, the God of the
Hebrews, has met with us; and now, please let us go a three days’ journey into the
wilderness, that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.””

Acts 14:23 — “And when they had appointed elders for them in every church, with
prayer and fasting they committed them to the Lord in whom they had believed.”

Elder Oversight

Titus 1:5-9 — (5) “This is why I left you in Crete, so that you might put what
remained into order, and appoint elders in every town as I directed you— (6) if
anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife, and his children are believers
and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination. (7) For an overseer, as
God’s steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-
tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, (8) but hospitable, a lover of
good, self-controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. (9) He must hold firm to the
trustworthy word as taught, so that he may be able to give instruction in sound
doctrine and also to rebuke those who contradict it.”

Elder Exhortation

1 Peter 5:1-5 — (1) “So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a
witness of the sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to
be revealed: (2) shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight,
not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain,
but eagerly; (3) not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to
the flock. (4) And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading
crown of glory. (5) Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders.

Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for God opposes the
proud but gives grace to the humble.”

Key Point: The Wise Leverage the Strength of Others; Fools
Lean on Themselves




Response:

(1) Utilize God’s Gift of Support Staff

“But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers,
‘Unless you are circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you
cannot be saved.” And after Paul and Barnabas had no small dissension
and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the others were
appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this
question.” (Acts 15:1-2)

(2) Beware of Relying on Your Own Council
“Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who walks in wisdom
will be delivered.” (Proverbs 28:26)

“Where there is no guidance, a people falls, but in an
abundance of counselors there is safety.”
(Proverbs 11:14)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)



