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“The Writing’s on the Wall” 
“Of Issachar, men who had understanding of the times, to know what Israel 

ought to do…”  (1 Chronicles 12:32)

Party-Crasher 
Daniel 5:1-6 – (1) “King Belshazzar made a great feast for a thousand of his lords 
and drank wine in front of the thousand. (2) Belshazzar, when he tasted the wine, 
commanded that the vessels of gold and of silver that Nebuchadnezzar his father 
had taken out of the temple in Jerusalem be brought, that the king and his lords, his 
wives, and his concubines might drink from them. (3) Then they brought in the 
golden vessels that had been taken out of the temple, the house of God in Jerusalem, 
and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines drank from them. (4) They 
drank wine and praised the gods of gold and silver, bronze, iron, wood, and stone. 
(5) Immediately the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of 
the wall of the king’s palace, opposite the lampstand.  And the king saw the hand as 
it wrote. (6) Then the king’s color changed, and his thoughts alarmed him; his limbs 
gave way, and his knees knocked together.” – (A), (B)

Delusional Paralysis 
Daniel 5:7-9 – (7) “The king called loudly to bring in the enchanters, the 
Chaldeans, and the astrologers.  The king declared to the wise men of Babylon, 
‘Whoever reads this writing, and shows me its interpretation, shall be clothed with 
purple and have a chain of gold around his neck and shall be the third ruler in the 
kingdom.’ (8) Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the 
writing or make known to the king the interpretation. (9) Then King Belshazzar was 
greatly alarmed, and his color changed, and his lords were perplexed.” – (C)  

Condemning Critique 
Daniel 5:22-23 – (22) “And you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your heart, 
though you knew all this, (23) but you have lifted up yourself against the Lord of 
heaven.  And the vessels of his house have been brought in before you, and you and 
your lords, your wives, and your concubines have drunk wine from them.  And you 
have praised the gods of silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone, which do 
not see or hear or know, but the God in whose hand is your breath, and whose are 
all your ways, you have not honored.” – (D), (E)

Key Point:  Discerning the Times or Deluded? 



Connecting the Dots

(A)   “While people are saying, ‘There is peace and security,’ then 
sudden destruction will come upon them as labor pains come upon a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape.”  (1 Thessalonians 5:3) 

(B) “And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth 
distress of nations in perplexity because of the roaring of the sea and the 
waves, people fainting with fear and with foreboding of what is coming 
on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken.” 
(Luke 21:25-26) 

(C) “Therefore God sends them a strong delusion, so that they may 
believe what is false, in order that all may be condemned who did not 
believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:11-12) 

(D) “Then I saw another angel flying directly overhead, with an eternal 
gospel to proclaim to those who dwell on earth, to every nation and tribe 
and language and people.  And he said with a loud voice, ‘Fear God and 
give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship 
him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water.’” 
(Revelation 14:6-7)

(E) “They were scorched by the fierce heat, and they cursed the name of 
God who had power over these plagues.  They did not repent and give 
him glory.”  (Revelation 16:9)

“Look  carefully  then  how  you  walk,  not  as  unwise  but  as  wise,  making  the  
best  use  of  the  time,  because  the  days  are  evil.    Therefore  do  not  be  foolish,  
but  understand  what  the  will  of  the  Lord  is.”                                (Ephesians  5:15-17)

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


