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“Hostile Takeover”
“The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the

LORD and against his anointed, saying, ‘Let us burst their bonds apart and cast
away their cords from us.’  He who sits in the heavens laughs;

the Lord holds them in derision.”  (Psalm 2:2-4)

Frightening & Fragile Composition
Daniel 2:31-35 – (31) “‘You saw, O king, and behold, a great image.  This image,
mighty and of exceeding brightness, stood before you, and its appearance was
frightening. (32) The head of this image was of fine gold, its chest and arms of
silver, its middle and thighs of bronze, (33) its legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and
partly of clay. (34) As you looked, a stone was cut out by no human hand, and it
struck the image on its feet of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. (35) Then the
iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold, all together were broken in pieces,
and became like the chaff of the summer threshing floors; and the wind carried
them away, so that not a trace of them could be found.  But the stone that struck the
image became a great mountain and filled the whole earth.’” 

God’s Forecast
Daniel 2:36-45 – (36) “…Now we will tell the king its interpretation. (37) You, O
king, the king of kings, to whom the God of heaven has given the kingdom, the
power, and the might, and the glory, (38) and into whose hand he has given,
wherever they dwell, the children of man, the beasts of the field, and the birds of the
heavens, making you rule over them all—you are the head of gold. (39) Another
kingdom inferior to you shall arise after you, and yet a third kingdom of bronze,
which shall rule over all the earth. (40) And there shall be a fourth kingdom, strong
as iron, because iron breaks to pieces and shatters all things.  And like iron that
crushes, it shall break and crush all these. (41) And as you saw the feet and toes,
partly of potter’s clay and partly of iron, it shall be a divided kingdom, but some of
the firmness of iron shall be in it, just as you saw iron mixed with the soft clay.    (42)
And as the toes of the feet were partly iron and partly clay, so the kingdom shall be
partly strong and partly brittle. (43) As you saw the iron mixed with soft clay, so
they will mix with one another in marriage, but they will not hold together, just as
iron does not mix with clay. (44) And in the days of those kings the God of heaven
will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to
another people.  It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an
end, and it shall stand forever, (45) just as you saw that a stone was cut from a
mountain by no human hand, and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the
clay, the silver, and the gold.  A great God has made known to the king what shall be
after this.  The dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.” 



Key Point:  God’s Kingdom Takeover is Imminent

Response:
(1) Keep this World in the Right Perspective
“This is what I mean, brothers: the appointed time has grown very
short.  From now on, let those who have wives live as though they had
none, and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who buy
as though they had no goods, and those who deal with the world as
though they had no dealings with it.  For the present form of this
world is passing away.”  ( Corinthians 7:29-31) 

(2) Live as Agents of the Takeover
“Pray then like this:  ‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.’”
(Matthew 6:9-10) 

“…The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that a woman took and hid in
three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.”  (Matthew 13:33) 

(3) Put your Trust in God
“Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth.
Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling.  Kiss the Son,
lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly
kindled.  Blessed are all who take refuge (flee for protection, put trust)
in him.” 

Questions:
What impacted me the most in this message?
Am I hastening the day of cosmic renovation (kingdom takeover)?  
(2 Peter 3:11-12)
Do I tend to view this world through the lens of permanence?
(1 John 2:17; Ps. 39:4-7, 49:11-12) 

(ESV used unless otherwise noted)


